MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 21 JAN 08


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Monday 21 January 2008 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church
Present:  Parish Cllrs Terry Mockler (Chairman), Georgina Carter, Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson, Craig McCallum, David Preston and David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and about 7 members of the public.
1.
Apologies.  WCC Cllr Carole Soden, NWDC Cllr Viv Vines.
2.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  A village litter-pick before the grass grows was requested.  This was agreed: date – 1/2 Mar, to meet at the church at 10am on Sat 1 Mar, the Clerk to order the equipment and David Preston to organise the people. Afternote: the date was later adjusted to 8/9 Mar.
    Action:  Clerk, David Preston
3.
Declarations Of Interest.  Nil.
4.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting held on 22 Nov 07 had been circulated in advance.  The Minutes were approved and signed.
5.
Matters Arising from the Last Meeting.  The Clerk had just received a response from the Chairman of the Hannah Ludlow Trust.  The Parish Council is required to nominate 2 trustees for 4 years each; these do not need to be Councillors.  And the Trust land does not adjoin the road (other than at the entrance)
6.
Finance.

a.
State of the accounts: current account £223.06, Business Instant Access account £3100 (the latter at 3.25% (for a balance below £5K).
b.
Two payments were authorised:

· 222 – Clerk salary and expenses for the quarter Oct-Dec £300.36.
· 223 – Hankerton Newsletter 2nd ½ year £150.

7.
Bus Shelter Insurance.  The insurance of the bus shelter was discussed:  the bus shelter was under-insured at £1300 when the correct current full replacement cost was £5000.  After discussion it was decided to leave the insurance as it was.
8.
Amenity Area.  Since the last meeting it had been established that the PC had the right to sell or to lease the Amenity Area but that it may not be a marketable commodity since any new owner or lessee would inherit the obligation to retain it as an amenity area for the parish.  It was decided therefore to leave the land as a PC-owned amenity area and to keep it clean and tidy.  It was still necessary to complete the discussions with the neighbours – Georgina Carter would do this. 

 Action:  Georgina Carter
9.
Flooding.  An update discussion took place; there was no decision to be taken.
10.
Hankerton Booklet – progress report.  Craig McCallum reported.  £650 was now available from grants and promised sponsorship.  He thought £700 should be spent; he therefore requested a £100 contingency from the PC.  This was agreed.  
11.
Grapevine IT – progress report.  Brian Dalton reported.  A grant from Area 1 had been requested and the decision was imminent.
12.
Precept 08/09.  It was agreed that the Precept for 2008/9 would remain unchanged at £3500.
13.
Planning.  The Church Farm application had received permission on 12 Dec 07.  The Allspheres Farm application was still awaiting a decision.
14.
Significant Correspondence.  None.
15.
Councillors’ Responsibilities.
a.
Highways and Footpaths.  
(1)
Footpath 9 was still impassable.  The Chairman reported that the landowner intended to spread hard-core as soon as ground conditions allowed.  The PC would have to consider taking action if this was not done once conditions were right.

(2)
David Wood reported that he had again chased Wiltshire Highways about the fingerpost to the north of the village but there was still no projected date; the potholes that he had reported in Church Lane had had work ‘instructed’ but there was no projected date.
b.
Others if Anything to Report.  The church sign by Follyfield was in bad repair.  Replacement was agreed, together with the purchase of a new sign for Cloatley Road.  David Wood would action.   

        Action:  David Wood
16.
Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  

a.
The Clerk reported that a parish representative for the Community Emergency Volunteer (CEV) network was needed; the CEV organisation had a very out-of-date name on their books as the Hankerton CEV rep.  The CEV rep did not need to be a Councillor.  Catherine Grierson expressed an interest.  She took away a file and would consider what was involved.
b.
Items for Next Meeting.

· Best Kept Village.

· Parish Emergency Plan.
17.
Next Meetings.  The Annual Parish Meeting is on 12 May 08.  One other date was agreed:
· Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – 19 May.
The meeting closed at 8.58 pm.
Chairman

2

